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Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada

The 22nd International Data Link Symposium be held in Halifax, Canada
from the 8th November to 10th November 2022.

Halifax is the capital and largest municipality in the Canadian province
of Nova Scotia, and the largest municipality in Atlantic Canada.

Halifax is a major economic centre in Atlantic Canada, with a large
concentration of government services and private sector companies.
Major employers and economic generators include the Department of
National Defence and the Port of Halifax.

Anchored by Maritime history and shaped by the ocean, Halifax, Nova
Scotia, is a breath of fresh, salty air. Known to the Mi’kmaq as Kjipuktuk,
it's vibrant, humble, and surrounded by natural wonder.

Canadian Forces Base (CFB) Halifax is home port to the Royal Canadian
Navy Atlantic, the largest base in Canada by posted personnel. Our
people and companies have the technical expertise, industry strength,
and cooperative culture to grow our aerospace industry.
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Information you need to know
before you travel
Visas

Visitors traveling to Canada by air are now expected to get an
electronic Travel Authorization (eTA) to enter Canada.
If you’re visiting Canada you’ll need an eTA to board your flight unless
you’re otherwise exempted (for example, if you have a valid Canadian
visa or a permanent resident card). If you have British-Canadian dual
nationality you won’t be able to apply for an eTA and you’ll need to
present a valid Canadian passport to board your flight to Canada.
If you’re traveling by land or sea, you won’t need an eTA when you
enter Canada. However, you must travel with acceptable travel
documents and identification.

It is recommended you check your own legibility to apply for an eTA by
visiting the Electronic Travel Authorization (eTA) website.

How to Get to Halifax

Air

Halifax has one international airport, the award-winning Halifax
Stanfield International Airport, located just 30 minutes from the
downtown core.

Air carriers serving Halifax include: Air Canada, Air Saint-Pierre, Air
Transat, Condor, Delta, Flair, Icelandair, Porter, Sunwing, Swoop, United,
and WestJet. With over 700 flights arriving each week, you can travel
to Halifax on direct flights from most Canadian cities, from major
network hub cities in Boston, Newark and New York in the United
States, as well as Frankfurt, Glasgow, London (Gatwick and Heathrow),
Paris, and Reykjavik in Europe.

Halifax Stanfield International Airport

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/visit-canada/eta.html?utm_campaign=eta_20150417_travel&utm_source=online_vanity-url&utm_medium=web-marketing&utm_content=canada.ca-eta
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/visit-canada/eta.html?utm_campaign=eta_20150417_travel&utm_source=online_vanity-url&utm_medium=web-marketing&utm_content=canada.ca-eta
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/visit-canada/eta.html?utm_campaign=eta_20150417_travel&utm_source=online_vanity-url&utm_medium=web-marketing&utm_content=canada.ca-eta
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Road

Whether you’re driving from New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island, the
rest of Canada or the United States, you will arrive in Halifax via
the Trans-Canada Highway.
TOLLS: It’s important to know that if you are traveling from outside
Nova Scotia into our province via the Trans-Canada Highway, drivers
will need to pay a small fee at the Cobequid Pass.
If you are traveling to Downtown Halifax from within Nova Scotia, there
are no road tolls, unless you choose to enter via the Halifax Harbour
Bridges.

Halifax Stanfield International Airport is also the only airport in Atlantic
Canada to offer U.S. pre-clearance, making travel that much easier.

Halifax Airport Shuttle
Maritime Bus offers the Halifax Airport Shuttle, making it even easier to
get to and from the airport stress free. More information about the
shuttle service can be found here.

Rail

VIA Rail Canada offers trans-continental connection with Western
Canadian cities, and some US destinations. It’s a great way to see the
scenery and back roads of Canada.

https://transcanadahighway.com/nova-scotia/
https://www.cobequidpass.com/COB/Default.aspx
https://www.hdbc.ca/
https://www.hdbc.ca/
https://halifaxstanfield.ca/
https://maritimebus.com/en/airport-transportation
https://maritimebus.com/en/airport-transportation
http://www.viarail.ca/en
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Currency

The national currency for Canada is the Canadian Dollar (CAD; symbol
C$).
Canadian bank notes come in C$5, C$10, C$20, C$50 and C$100. The
dollar can be subdivided into 100 pennies, coins come in 1¢, 5¢, 10¢,
25¢, 50¢, $1 and $2. The $1 is colloquially called the “loonie”, for the
common loon (a native diving bird) on the reverse of the coin and is
frequently replied to the currency unit as well. The $2 coin is known as
the “Toonie”.

If you plan to use American Express, MasterCard or Visa Cards, you
will find that credit cards and debit cards are widely accepted in Nova
Scotia, with Mastercard and Visa more common.

The province is in Canada’s Atlantic Time Zone, which is four hours
behind UTC.

Electricity

Local Time

Nova Scotia’s climate is slightly continental and moderate, with
temperatures between 10°c to 20°c.
Having a light fleece or sweater on hand for easy layering will keep you
comfortable wherever you are.

Climate

Canada uses electricity at 110-120v with
Type B plug sockets. Visitors wishing to
use electrical appliances that operate
according to a different voltage in Nova
Scotia will need a transformer, while
appliances that have different plugs to
the region’s Type B plugs will need a plug
adaptor.
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Information you need to know on
arrival
Driving

Driving in Canada is similar to driving part in the United States.
Distances and speeds, however are posted in kilometers per hour, and
some signs may only be in French.
Vehicles drive on the right side of the road and seat-belt use is
mandatory.

Driving Speeds

Unless otherwise posted, the maximum speed limit in Canada is
50km/hr in cities and 80km/hr on highways. On rural highways, the
posted speed limit may be 100km/hr.

Driving Under the influence of alcohol

There are strict alcohol limits for drivers. The prohibited blood-alcohol
concentration (BAC) is 80 milligrams or more (mg) of alcohol per 100
milliliters (ml) of blood.

Smoking and e-Cigarettes

The Smoke-Free places act requires that all indoor workplaces and
public places, select outdoor public places, outdoor licensed area and
patios of all restaurants, lounges, beverage rooms and cabarets be
smoke-free.

The act applies to all combustibles, including tobacco, cannabis, e-
cigarettes and waterpipes.

More information about the Smoke-Free places act can be read here.

Drinking

In Canada, there is no federally defined age of legal alcohol purchase
or consumption. Each province and territory is free to set its own
drinking age.

https://novascotia.ca/smoke-free-places/
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Dialing Codes

Other useful information

The national dialing code for Canada is +1, this allows you to make a
phone call to Canada.

Nova Scotia’s local dialing code is either 782 or 902.

Emergency number: 911 will give you access to the police, fire service
or an ambulance.

If you urgently need medical help or advice but it’s not a life
threatening situation you can dial 811. Registered Nurses are
available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week to provide reassurance
concerning general health issues and questions.

If you need to contact the police but do not require an emergency
response you can dial 416-808-2222.

The Victoria General Hospital is 5 minutes away from the Convention
centre.

The main Accident and Emergency department is located at the Robie
Street entrance of the Halifax Infirmary (1799 Robie Street). It is open
24 hours a day, seven days a week.

The legal drinking age in Nova Scotia is 19. It is illegal to sell alcohol
to someone under the age of 18.

Alcohol is sold in provincially owned approved stores, either the Nova
Scotia Liquor Commision or designated Agency stores in more rural
areas. Alcohol is not available for sale in supermarkets or corner
shops.
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Halifax Convention Centre
Located just 100 steps away from the bustling waterfront and within
easy walking distance of the city’s best restaurants, bars and arts and
entertainment, this facility features 120,000 square feet of rentable
space, including 50,000 square feet of exhibition space and a
spectacular 30,000 square foot ballroom overlooking the city.

Parking is available at the Nova Centre (1650 Grafton Street, Halifax,
NS B3J 0EB) with entry on Grafton Street and is managed by Page
Realty. Rates can be found here. Please note, rates are subject to
change.

Parking can also be found within close proximity.

Prince George Hotel, (1725 Market Street, Halifax, NS B3J 3N9)
Scotia Square Mall (5201 Duke Street, Halifax, NS B3J 1N9)

Parking close to the Halifax Convention Centre

https://www.halifaxconventioncentre.com/uploads/PDFs/Nova-Centre-Parking-Garage-Rates.pdf
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The Marriott Harbourfront Hotel
The Halifax Marriott Harbourfront Hotel is situated along the scenic
Halifax waterfront and has been recently renovated.

It is a 10 minute walk to the convention centre, with the choice of
walking either outside or through the covered walkways that link
buildings throughout the city.

The hotel is offering the following room rates:

This room rate includes:

■ Wi-Fi
■ Access to the hotel’s fitness centre with a fully equipped gym and

indoor swimming pool
■ Address: 1919 Upper Water St, Halifax, NS B3J 3J5, Canada
■ Hotel website: click here

Accommodation
The International Data Links Society has negotiated a hotel package
with both The Marriott Hotel and the Homewood Suites Hotel.

The prices below are all shown in Canadian Dollars and are subject to
additional charges of 15% HLT and 2% Tourism Levy. The Tax and
Tourism Levy are subject to change without notice.

Hotel Single Double Triple Quad

Government $199 CAD $199 CAD $199 CAD $199 CAD

Industry $239 CAD $239 CAD $259 CAD $279 CAD

All rates are subject to 15% HST and 2% Tourism Levy. The Tax and Tourism Levy
are subject to change without notice.

https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/yhzmc-halifax-marriott-harbourfront-hotel/overview/?scid=bb1a189a-fec3-4d19-a255-54ba596febe2&y_source=1_MjE2NjEwNy03MTUtbG9jYXRpb24ud2Vic2l0ZQ%3D%3D
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Alternative Hotels close to the
Halifax Convention Centre

■ Atlantica Hotel Halifax (3 star)
■ Cambridge Suites Hotel (3 star)
■ The Four Points Halifax (4 star)
■ Hampton Inn by Hilton - Halifax Downtown (3 star)
■ Hotel Halifax (4 star)
■ Prince George Hotel (4 star)
■ The Barrington Hotel (4 ½ star)
■ The Hollis Halifax - A Doubletree Suites by Hilton (4 ½ star)

Homewood Suites Hotel

This room rate includes:

■ Wi-Fi
■ Free hot breakfast
■ Access to the hotel’s fitness centre with a fully equipped gym and

Indoor swimming pool
■ Address: 1960 Brunswick St, Halifax, NS B3J 2G7, Canada
■ Hotel website: click here

Homewood suites hotel is located in central downtown, less than 10
minutes' walk from the Convention Center and 30 minutes' drive from
the airport.

Thesehotels are in walking distance of the Halifax Convention Centre

Hotel Single Double

Government $189 CAD $189 CAD

Industry $189 CAD $189 CAD

All rates are subject to 15% HST and 2% Tourism Levy. The Tax
and Tourism Levy are subject to change without notice.

https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/yhzdwhw-homewood-suites-halifax-downtown-nova-scotia-canada/
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Taxi

Taxis and limousines are readily available in downtown Halifax,
Dartmouth, and most neighbourhoods and communities throughout
the Halifax region.

Yellow Cab
Casino Taxi
Bob’s Taxi
Satellite Taxi (serves Lower Sackville, Bedford, Hammonds Plains,
Kearny Lake and Fall River)
World Class Limousine
Halifax Airport Taxi & Limousine Service

Note: Halifax does not currently offer an Uber service.

Car

Whether you are renting a car or are traveling with your own vehicle,
it’s easy to get around Halifax. Keep in mind, if you are driving from the
Airport into downtown Halifax, you will have to cross one of the Halifax
Harbour Bridges, which cost $1 in cash (unless you take a detour
through Bedford).

Stay up to date on local on traffic and construction with @hfxtraffic.

If you can’t walk to your destination, Halifax Transit is the next thing!
Halifax Transit provides a reliable bus service throughout the Halifax
Region.

Visit Halifax Transit for fares, schedules and route maps.

Getting Around Halifax
Walk

Bus

Downtown Halifax is a very walkable city, and while there are many
hills, it’s very compact, making it easy to get around.

We highly recommended to walk the entire Halifax waterfront
boardwalk, which is one of the longest boardwalks in the world. The
stunning view and wooden boardwalk make it extremely comfortable
for walking.

https://yellowcabhalifax.ca/
https://www.casinotaxi.ca/
https://bobstaxi.ca/
http://www.satellitetaxi.ca/
https://www.nslimo.ca/
https://halifaxairporttaxi.ca/
https://www.hdbc.ca/
https://www.hdbc.ca/
https://www.halifax.ca/transportation/halifax-transit/routes-schedules
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Activities and Local Landmarks
Halifax is a small but vibrant city and offers a unique
combination of historic attractions, dynamic nightlife and
restaurants, international culture and access to nature.
We recommend booking your tickets to attractions in advance to
avoid disappointment.

Centrally located in the heart of downtown, the Halifax Citadel offers a
first class heritage experience. Hear the skirl of bagpipes and the
boom of the noon cannon. Chat with a soldier and enjoy one of Park
Canada’s most visited National Historic Sites.

www.pc.gc.ca/halifaxcitadel

Halifax Citadel National Historic Site

The Maritime Museum of the Atlantic is the oldest and largest
Maritime Museum in Canada. The collection at the Halifax Museum
includes artifacts, images, charts and plans relating to the marine
history of Nova Scotia, including the Halifax Explosion and the Halifax
connection to the Titanic.

https://maritimemuseum.novascotia.ca/

Maritime Museum of the Atlantic

https://www.pc.gc.ca/en/lhn-nhs/ns/halifax
https://maritimemuseum.novascotia.ca/
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Alexander Keith’s Nova Scotia Brewery first opened its doors almost
200 years ago. Today, the same brewery serves as a popular
destination for visitors and beer fans alike.

One of the oldest working breweries in North America, the brewery is
dedicated to crafting small batch brews, inspired by local Nova
Scotian culture and Keith’s heritage.

Visitors can tour the beautiful space and learn all about the history of
Mr. Keith’s legacy, as well as get a behind the scenes look at the
brewing process. The tour wraps up at “Stag’s Head”, the historic pub
in what used to be the aging cavern of Mr. Keith’s Brewery. Here,
visitors can sample the locally inspired small batch and limited edition
beers, while enjoying live music from some of Halifax’s most talented
young local musicians.

https://www.keiths.ca

Alexander Keith’s Brewery

Over 1.5 million immigrants, war brides, evacuee children, and
Canadian Military personnel passed through this famous building
between 1928 and 1971. The Canadian Museum of Immigration at Pier
21 is a monument of the stories of people who helped build Canada.

www.pier21.ca

Canadian Museum of Immigration at Pier 21

https://www.keiths.ca
https://www.pier21.ca
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Further Afield Attractions and
Tours
Peggy’s Cove Tour

From downtown Halifax, travel along the Lighthouse Route, to take in
the picture-perfect scenery of the South Shore, and arrive at Peggy’s
Cove , which has been artists’ and explorers’ paradise for well over 150
years. This village is located right on the rugged
Atlantic Shoreline, standing on solid rock above the crashing surf.

www.grayline.com

Annapolis Valley Wine Experience

This tour features a leisurely day sampling some of the acclaimed
wines of Nova Scotia as you get a glimpse of the scenic beaty of the
lush Annapolis Valley. Your outing includes tours and tastings at three
of the province’s premiere wineries as you travel past rolling hills and
pleasant pastoral settings in the heart of Nova Scotia’s farmland.
Begin the day a Nova Scotia wine enthusiast and end the day a Nova
Scotia wine lover!

www.atlantictours.com

https://www.grayline.com
https://www.atlantictours.com
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Hike to the top of 300 foot cliffs overlooking waters where whales
come to mate, play and feast on plankton. Experience the thrill of
rafting the world’s highest tides, then walk or dine
on the ocean fl oor when tides drop the height of four-story buildings.
This area boasts two UNESCO World Heritage Sites: Joggins Fossil
Cliff s and the Landscape of Grand Pré, which is
home to 13 wineries.

https://www.bayoffundy.com

Bay of Fundy & Annapolis Valley

This special island resting on the edge of our continent is rich in
history, culture and natural beauty. Tour the world renowned Cabot
Trail, golf at Canada’s only authentic links course, or experience
phenomenal historic sites such as Fortress of Louisbourg and
Alexander Graham
Bell National Historic Sites.

https://www.cbisland.com/

Cape Breton Island

Open Top Tours

This adventure tour company provides a unique way to enjoy the
natural beauty of Nova Scotia by means of 4 x 4 jeeps.

www.opentoptours.ca

https://www.bayoffundy.com/
https://www.cbisland.com/
https://www.opentoptours.ca
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Restaurants
Find your perfect dining experience. Discover local restaurants, bars, pubs,
patios and more local food and drink in Halifax.

($20 CAD - $40 CAD)

The Economy Shoe Shop, inspired by a local art designer, opened its
doors in 1995. For over the past 20 years 'The Shoe' has become
internationally acclaimed and one of the most iconic bars and
restaurants that Nova Scotia has to offer. Located on Argyle Street, the
heart of the Halifax's entertainment industry.

1663 Argyle Street
Halifax, NS B3J2B5

P 902-423-8845
economyshoeshop.ca

The Economy Shoe Shop

($15 CAD - $25 CAD)

Your neighbourhood restaurant in the heart of downtown Halifax.
Serving casual bistro dishes using the best of what Nova Scotia and
the season has to offer.

1533 Barrington Street
Halifax, NS B3J 1Z4

P 902-422-4224
www.go2doorsdown.com/

2 Doors Down

https://economyshoeshop.ca
https://www.go2doorsdown.com/
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($50 CAD +)

The Press Gang, located in the heart of downtown Halifax, is one of
the city’s oldest historic stone structures dating back to 1759.
Boasting a formal dining experience like no other in the city, The Press
Gang features an extensive menu with a rich array of exquisite
seafood, meat, game and poultry dishes to satisfy every palate. Enjoy
a vast selection of fine scotches, wines and cocktails.

1663 Argyle St
Halifax, NS B3J 2B5

P 902-423-8816
www.thepressgang.ca

The Press Gang Restaurant and Oyster Bar

Modern coastal food, seasonal and flavoursome, Salty’s Bar & Grill &
Patio is about as close to the Halifax Harbour as it gets. The casual
atmosphere and waterfront location make Salty’s a natural for
gatherings during the day and well into the evening.

1877 Upper Water Street
Halifax, NS B3J 1S9

P (902)423-6818
saltys.ca/

Salty’s Seafood Restaurant

http://www.thepressgang.ca/
https://saltys.ca/
https://saltys.ca/
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($10 CAD - $30 CAD)

Eliot & Vine offers a modest, yet carefully curated selection of local
and imported wines, along with locally brewed beers on tap and
handcrafted cocktails at the marble bar. Our unique and flavorful
European-inspired menu offers guests the chance to try something
new, along with familiar favorites.

2305 Clifton Street
Halifax, NS B3K 4T9

P 902-332-1557
eliotandvine.com

Eliot & Vine

The Bicycle Thief exudes a relaxed, come-as-you-are feel, in an
atmosphere that blends Old School style with New School attitude.
Drop by for lunch or supper, or pull up a chair to the wicked wine bar
for a fantastic glass from their titanic selection. The Bicycle Thief
offers North American food with an Italian soul, and legendary cooking
that will steal your heart…

1475 Lower Water Street
Halifax, NS B3J 3Z2

P (902)425-7993
bicyclethief.ca/

The Bicycle Thief

https://eliotandvine.com
https://bicyclethief.ca/
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Nightlife and Live Music

Casino Nova Scotia - Located on the incredible Halifax Waterfront,
Casino Nova Scotia offers lots of exciting gaming options from slots
to blackjack, poker, craps and roulette. Plus, fantastic dining and
unforgettable entertainment year-round.

1983 Upper Water Street
Halifax, NS B3J 3Y5

P (902) 496-4661

asinonovascotia.com/

Casino Nova Scotia

The original Lower Deck Pub opened its doors on the Halifax
waterfront in 1974, combining Nova Scotian hospitality with great
food, great beer and local entertainment SEVEN nights a week
featuring our resident bands like WreckHouse, McGinty, and Signal Hill
to name a few. The Lower Deck has firmly established itself as a
favourite 'go-to' pub for the locals and a 'must visit' destination for
tourists from all around the world.

1887 Upper Water Street
Halifax, NS B3J 1S9

P (902)425-1501
lowerdeck.ca/

The Lower Deck

https://casinonovascotia.com/
https://saltys.ca/
https://lowerdeck.ca/
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A small, casual wine bar in Halifax’s downtown where people gather
for thoughtful wine and food, good conversation and music. Where
service is smart, engaged and unscripted. A neighbourhood spot with
personality and heart.

1600 Barrington Street
Halifax, NS B3J 1Z6

P 902-405-4505
obladee.ca/

Obladee, a Wine Bar

Founded in 2000 by a trio of Irishmen, The Old T is the Celtic Heart of
downtown. It has a great pub menu, which caters to a variety of tastes
and includes extensive gluten free and vegetarian options. Live music
7 nights a week, with no cover charge, and proudly boasts the best
staff in the city.

5136 Prince St.
Halifax, NS B3J 1L4

P 9024924900 Ext 1
www.oldtriangle.com

The Old Triangle Irish Alehouse

Durty Nelly's Authentic Irish Pub was designed and built entirely in
Ireland, shipped across the Atlantic, and put back together in the heart
of Halifax’s entertainment district.1645 Argyle Street. Serving up East
coast hospitality with Irish roots, award-winning traditional hearty Irish
fare and pub food.

1645 Argyle Street
Halifax, NS B3J 2B5

P (902)401-0836
durtynellys.ca/

Durty Nelly’s Authentic Irish Pub

https://obladee.ca/
https://www.oldtriangle.com
https://durtynellys.ca/
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Car Rental Agencies
Car rental in Halifax is widespread, and there are many agencies at the
airport and within the city, making rental a simple process. It is
recommended that you compare rates of the various agencies
operating in Halifax in advance, but often the most competitive rates
can be found online.

To hire any vehicle you will need a passport copy, credit card, a valid
driving licence from your home country, or a valid international driving
licence and insurance for your rental car. In most cases, you will have
trouble hiring a car with a debit card, and will often have to present
proof of return to your home country coinciding with the end of the
hire period. There are often some age restrictions to certain vehicles
from hire companies, so please check with the agency to avoid any
disappointment.

Alamo Rent a Car - +1 902-423-0227
Avis Car Rental - +1 902-492-2847
Budget Car Rental - +1 902-492-7535
Blue Line Car Leasing - +1 902-429-5000
Communauto Atlantic - +1 855-981-5077
Enterprise Rent-A-Car - +1 902-453-6929
Hertz Car Rental - Halifax - Halifax Marriott Hotel - +1 902-421-1763
O'Regan's Rentals - +1 902-453-0444
Thrifty Car Rental - +1 902-422-4455
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See you in November
We hope that you find this guide helpful. For more information on any
of the mentioned attractions, please visit discoverhalifaxns.com/

Enjoy your stay in Halifax, and we trust that you will find IDLS2022
enjoyable.

Should you have any further queries about the 2022 symposium,
please refer to the official IDLS2022 website or our points of contact
page should you need to speak to a member of our team.

https://discoverhalifaxns.com/
https://idls2022.com

